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NDIS must continue to support people for whom the Scheme was intended
Media Release: 21 April 2025

The Physical Disability Council of NSW (PDCN) is calling for urgent clarity and action from the Commonwealth Government to ensure proposed reforms to the National Disability Insurance Scheme (NDIS) do not place people with severe physical disabilities at risk of losing essential supports. 
PDCN warns that this group, for whom the NDIS was partly established, faces uncertainty due to a lack of clear information about the Government’s reform plans, including potential changes to eligibility and funding arrangements. 

PDCN has been actively engaged in Commonwealth and NSW processes to improve the NDIS, making submissions on key reforms including the NDIS Bill 1, temporary transition rules, protections for participants experiencing abuse from providers, funding rules, and the planning framework. This work has been supported by lived-experience evidence from members and sustained engagement with Ministers, the NDIA, disability advocacy networks, more than 40 MPs and Senators, and parliamentary inquiries, including the Federal Joint Standing Committee on the NDIS. 

This sustained advocacy has helped secure important system improvements, including the removal of APTOS principles from decision-making, strengthened merit review rights for NDIS participants, and increased scrutiny of proposed planning and impairment notice processes. PDCN has elevated national concerns about restrictive supports lists, reassessment-driven plan reductions, and persistent service gaps in regional and remote areas. PDCN has also raised concerns with parliamentarians about the exploitation of people with physical disabilities by some providers and we are hopeful that the recent NDIS Amendment (Integrity and Safeguarding) Bill 2025 will strengthen penalties and enforcement. 

While PDCN supports efforts to improve scheme integrity and sustainability, we warn that significant risks remain, including unclear reform timelines, policy changes that appear rushed and insufficiently tested or consulted, limited transparency in funding decisions, and ongoing inequity in access to supports. 

PDCN CEO Ed Morris said people with physical disabilities are increasingly fearful about the impact of reforms on essential daily supports.  

“The Commonwealth Government must provide clear communication on reform scope and timing, a commitment to maintaining access for people with physical disabilities, and ongoing structured engagement with disability advocacy organisations grounded in lived experience and co-design,” Mr Morris said. 

“People are concerned these changes could result in the widespread loss of supports needed for daily living. People with physical disabilities are already underrepresented in the NDIS, and their rights and dignity must be protected.” 
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